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ABSTRACT

Higher Education Research in Peking University; Discipline Devel-

opment and Paradigm Shift
CHEN Hongjie Page 2

Peking University is one of the pioneers of Chinese higher education research. This
article reviews the history of Peking University’s research on higher education from
the standpoint of intellectual history. In the first fifteen years after its reestablishment
in 1980, the research is exploratory and its basic style has been formed. Driven by
the dual forces of knowledge division and organization change, the research paradigm
has been changed in the late 1990s. The previous paradigm of doing higher educa-
tion research mainly from a comparative perspective was given up. We pay more at-
tention to the discipline base of higher education, problem-solving capability, and
the substantial dialogue between different disciplines. Totally, the trend of knowl-
edge division is obvious, and this challenges the knowledge autonomy of the disci-
pline of higher education. We should build on higher education’s distinct theory dis-

course, academic system and analysis method in the future.

Economics of Education Research in Peking University; The Pro-

gress in 30 Years

DING Xiaohao Page 12

This paper divided the progress of Economic of Education Research in Peking Uni-
versity into four stages: Foundation, Development, Transformation and Expansion.
The author analyzed the respective characteristics and relationships of each stage
from the following dimensions: research questions, research participants, research
methods, units of analysis, researchers, and relationships with policy making. This
paper tried to summarize and rethink the approach of economic of education research
development in Peking University from the perspective of history of academy and fur-

ther pointed out the directions for future research.



