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Assessment for Higher-order Learning:Performance Assessment
and Its Application in Large-scale Assessment of Student

Learning Outcomes in Higher Education
PENG Pai

(School o f Education, Huazhong University of Science & Technology, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract; There was a large gap between universities in advanced countries and in China
in terms of higher-order learning, which was not emphasized in student learning outcome as-
sessment. It had a negative impact on producing creative talents. Performance tasks (PT)
could be used to assess higher-order learning, of which the underlying cognitive theory was
constructivism. PT assessed higher-order learning outcomes, such as abilities of analysis,
synthesis, evaluation, and critical thinking skills. It aimed student-centered curriculum and
teaching. An analysis of CLA sample task indicated that PTs in large-scale assessment had
the following features: higher-order cognition, real contexts, and complex problems. Strict
standardized procedures ensured the quality in large scale assessment. Higher education in
China needed PT.
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