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The Impact of Doctoral Education on the Economic Growth

From the Perspective of the Regional Differences in Doctoral Degree Authorization

Guo Congbin, Fang Chenchen & He Fei

Abstract: Graduate education shoulders the missions of both "high—end talent supply" and "technological innovation."
As China becomes the country with the largest number of people with single—year academic doctoral degrees, doctoral
education plays a more and more significant role in the economic growth. This study, based on provincial panel data and
from the perspective of regional differences in doctoral degree authorization points, aims to explore the impact of China’s
doctoral education on the economic growth and its mechanism from the dimensions of scale and quality. The results are as
follows: The doctoral degree authorization points present unbalanced regional development, with the eastern areas
boasting of more and stronger doctoral degree authorization points than the western areas; there are regional differences in
the impact of the doctoral degree authorization points on the economic growth; specifically, their quality has a greater
impact on the economic growth in the eastern areas, while their scale has a greater impact on the central and western
areas; and they push forward regional economic growth through various channels, such as stimulating consumption,
urbanization and innovation, and the approaches to exerting their impact vary from area to area. To develop the doctoral
degree authorization points, we need to attach equal importance to their scale and quality to avoid the regional "Matthew
effect"; also, we need to pay attention to their regional differences, and build a regional framework for doctoral degree
authorization in coordination with the economic and social development.
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