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A Sino-US Comparative Study of Academic Discipline Development in the
Research Universities and its Implications for Double First-rate Development

LEI Huan! ZHONG Zhou?* QIAO Weifeng *

(1. Office of Development and Planning, Tsinghua University, Beijing, 100084 ;
2. Institute of Education , Tsinghua University, Beijing, 100084)

Abstract : This study proposes a tripartite model of power-knowledge-organization to understand the
nature and function of academic discipline in the university. The study then applies this model to ana-
lyze the nature, classification, scale and evaluation of academic discipline in research universities in Chi-
na and the USA. The analysis takes places at both national system level and the institutional level with
special reference to Tsinghua University, a number of double first-rate universities and top-ranking A-
merican universities. The study discusses the key strength of American and Chinese research universi-
ties in academic discipline development respectively, draws implications for China to learn from the
USA, and also reflects about how to strengthen the unique Chinese academic discipline system while
tackling challenges and problems. The study concludes with recommendations for double first-rate de-
velopment to innovate academic discipline classification, discover and follow the rules of academic devel-
opment, and enrich academic evaluation.

Key words: Double first-rate; academic discipline development; research university; comparative
study between China and USA



