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What Is the Problem with the Mentoring Relationship?
—An Analysis Based on In-Depth Interviews

Liu Zhi

Abstract: The mentoring relationship is a key element of graduate education, and the establishment of a harmonious
mentoring relationship is an urgent need for the guarantee of the quality of graduate education and the fulfilment of the task
of high morals molding and people—oriented talent cultivation. At present, the major problems about the mentoring
relationship include the imbalanced rights and obligations, the dissimilation of production and labor, the anomy of the
order of seniority, and insufficient mutual cognition and practice. These problems result from such factors as mentors”
deficient competence in talent cultivation and their deviations in talent cultivation; graduate students” insufficient
preparations for academic development; and their poor interactions, and insufficient external guarantees. The generation
mechanism for these problems lies in the following: the potential difference of powers between mentors and graduates
restricts the development of their relationship; affected by their respective conditions, the low efficiency of their
communication, and external factors, the two sides show a tendency of negative behavior, which results in their
disappointment to each other. When this mediating variable rises to a certain level, the mentoring relationship will break
up.

Key words: graduate education; potential difference of power; mentoring relationship; qualities of talent
cultivation; generation mechanism
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