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Abstract: Collegiate Assessment of Academic Proficiency (CAAP) from American College Test (ACT), ETS
Proficiency Profile created by the Educational Testing Service (ETS) and Collegiate Learning Assessment (CLA)
launched by the Council for Aid to Education (CAE) are three broadly influential standardized assessment
instruments of student learning outcomes nationwide. The three instruments all employ a “value—added” assessment
model in an effort to apprehend students’ learning outcomes through their general abilities in college. They focus on
the assessment of students’ higher—order thinking skills and general comprehensive ability, with an emphasis on
assessing college students’ development of critical thinking and writing skills. Nevertheless, they vary from each
other in their selection of test—takers, specific assessment indicators, test formats and presentations of report. In spite
of their reliability and popularity among large numbers of American higher education institutions, their lack of

attraction to college students has threatened the validity of their results. When applying, importing and developing
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this type of assessment instruments, China should be cautious of both experiences and lessons learned from them

and gain an in—depth understanding of the contents of student learning outcomes in college. The ultimate purpose is

to develop assessment instruments that both share a global perspective and fit the actual conditions in China. In

particular, special attention needs to be paid to the development of mature assessment methods and data analysis

approaches.
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