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Interdisciplinary Doctoral Education: Research on Talents
Cultivation in the Social Sciences of American Research Universities

XIE Meng TONG Ying-zhi
(School of Education s Renmin University of China s Betjing, 100080 )

Abstract; Interdisciplinary studies originated in the United States. As the knowledge production
model changes, the combination and transformation from a single discipline to an interdisciplinary sci-
ence is not only a need for the development of social sciences but also a requirement for solving increas-
ingly complex social problems. Modern scientific development and knowledge production are increasing-
ly interdisciplinary, convergent, and integrating. Knowledge is valuable as a whole, and over-differen-
tiated subject knowledge dissolves researchers’ ability to recognize complex social reality as well as the
energy of thinking activities as a whole. Thus, interdisciplinary research and education are driven by
the need to solve complex problems and pursue knowledge innovation, and have become a key trend in
leading research universities. The American research universities have modified the original doctoral ed-
ucation model of preparing stewards of a discipline and have incorporated interdisciplinary concepts into
doctoral training. By analyzing the concepts, organization, and practices of interdisciplinary doctoral
education in social science fields at top research universities in the United States, the study aims to pro-
vide a reference for the development of interdisciplinary talents at other research universities.

Key words:interdisciplinary education; doctoral education; research universities; social sciences



